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Abstract: The shells of the Takarkorii Wadi (Central Sahara, South Libya) are attributed to Xerotricha hoggarensis and 
Zootecus insularis and appear to be present in the middle-to-Iow levels ofthe deposit in a rock shelter which overlooks the 
wadi. They are also present in some funeral tumuli situated on the wadi bottom and on the frrst terrace on the side of the 
wadi. The systematic position of X hoggarensis is analyzed and previous attributions to the genus Helicella and Theba are 
dropped. The collection points in the Algerian and Libyan Sahara of recent specimens of both species are listed, together 
with some notes on the habitats and their geographic diffusion. 
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Source of the samples 
The shells come from the Takarkori Wadi area in the Libyan SW, nearly at the border with Algeria. This region is the object 
of the multi-annual "Missione Archeologica Italo-Libica nell'Acacus e Messak (Centrai Sahara)" carried out by the 
University ofRome La Sapienza (www.acacus.it). 
A representative number of samples was collected during the 2006 excavation done in a rock shelter at an altitude of 1100 m 
above sea level and which overlooks Takarkori Wadi, located at about 900 m above sea level. The C 14_analysis provided a 
date of 8900 BP uncalibrated for the deposit base, whilst the roof dating was around 4500 BP uncalibrated. 
The second group comes from a series offuneral tumuli placed on the bottom ofTakarkori Wadi and on the frrst terrace on 
the side of the wadi, at an altitude which varies from 900 to 1000m above sea level. Depending on the tumuli, the dating 
varies between 4300 and 3900 BP uncalibrated. 

Taphonomic remarks 
The shells drawn from the deposit appear intact. Those coming from the tumuli series are partly broken, very fragile and 
wom by abrasion. The generai state was sufficient to allow for the determination at a specific level. 

The molluscs 
The two species of terrestrial snails are of a certain importance, considering the few cases in which it has been possible to 
collect ancient terrestrial malacological material in the southem Algerian and Libyan Sahara. The knowledge about the terres
trial malacofauna of North-Africa has mostty remained that of the Thirties and the publications about the Sahara desert 
territory are few, in contrast to what we know about African freshwater molluscs whose bibliography is much richer. Two 
species were identified: Xerotricha hoggarensis (Pallary, 1934) and Zootecus insularis (Ehrenberg, 1831). They are present in 
the medium-Iow portion ofthe rock shelter deposit between layers 350 and 400 (Tab. 1). As for the zone ofthe thirteen tumuli 
which were excavated, the two species were found in tumuli numbers 5, Il and 12. The numbers 5 and 12 are situated on the 
first terrace along the wadi sides. 

TAB. 1 (n- number ofspecimens) 
excavation 

layers species remarks TK06 
square n 

S 16 350 Zootecus insulalfs 1 
S 15 353 Zootecus insularis 2 
R 16 353 Zootecus insularis 1 

Rockshelter 
R 16 353 Xerotricha hoggarensis 1 
p 16 374bottom Xerotricha hoggarensis 1 
Q 15 388 Zootecus insularis 1 
Q 15 398deaning Zootecus insularis 1 
Q 16 400 Zootecus insularis 1 
nr. 
5 Xerotricha hoggarensis 1 height mm 4,5 
5 H1 bunal Xerotricha hoggarensis 7 

Tumulus 
5 H1 bunal Zootecus insularis 1 
11 Xerotricha hoggarensis 1 broken and corroded 
11 section cleaning Zootecus insularis 2 one crushed 
12 Xerotricha hoggarensis 6 diameters: mm 9,7 9,6 9,5 
12 Xerotricha hoggarensis 1 broken and corroded 

Tab. 1: Takarkori 2006. Species and number of fossil specimens from the rock shelter and the tumulus 
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